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COEQWAL (Collaboratory for Equity in Water Allocations)

Our Vision: Create a more inclusive, equitable 

approach to water planning and stewardship for ALL 

Californian’s, including those that have been 

historically marginalized



• Steering Committee: 12–15 Tribal, agency, 
NGOs, and water district reps

• Advisory Cohort: 40–50 community voices 
of diverse water interest (esp. Tribal, EJ 
CBOs)

• Use case groups include additional 
partners focused on topical issues

• Public Engagement: Open workshops and 
outreach materials
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What do communities want to see in COEQWAL?

• Website design that represents our communities and reflects their values 
• Background information in an easy-to-use format that introduces key 

water literacy concepts
• Data visualizations that enhance understanding of relationships and 

tradeoffs between different scenarios
• Level the playing field so all Californian’s can use the same CalSim3 

model and output data to share with communities and advocate to water 
boards



What do communities want to see in COEQWAL?

• Website design that represents our communities and reflects their values 
• Background information in an easy-to-use format that introduces key 

water literacy concepts (Learn) 
• Data visualizations that enhance understanding of relationships and 

tradeoffs between different scenarios (Explore) 
• Level the playing field so all Californian’s can use the same CalSim3 

model and output data to share with communities and advocate to water 
boards (Share) 



Many Pathways to Data Exploration 

COEQWAL Website Demo

https://dev.coeqwal.org/


























































What Does Success Look Like?

• Community  members 
can access and 
interpret this data 
and effectively use it 
to advocate for their 
own water interests. 

Ecocultural mapping exercise, California GIS Tribal Summit, July 2025 (Photo credit: Kike Arnal)



How to make CalSim data “accessible”? 

Level Type of Access Core Requirement

Technical Physical Availability
Servers are up; API is responding; file is 

downloadable.

Syntactic Structural Access
The format is readable (e.g., JSON vs. a 

proprietary binary format).

Semantic Meaningful Access
The user understands what ”S_FOLSM" 

represents via metadata documentation.

Cognitive Pragmatic Access
The user has the domain knowledge and 

literacy to derive an insight.

Source: AI (Google Gemini)



github.com/berkeley-
gif/coeqwal-website

Sharable code 
development for cross-

project collaboration 
and transparency





Email: coeqwal@berkeley.edu

Follow our project! 
https://coeqwal.berkeley.ed

u

Thank you!!!
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