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AB 1755 Legislation in a Nutshell

• Enacted September 2016, in 
recognition of the need for an 
authoritative, open-access data 
platform

• Requires publication of State-
held water and ecological data 
on statewide platform

• First of its kind in the nation
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Partner Agency Team

Eight State agencies convene regularly to discuss 
and guide AB 1755 implementation and 
advancement

• Department of Water Resources
• State Water Resources Control Board
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife
• California Water Quality Monitoring Council
plus
• Governor's Office of Planning and Research
• California Natural Resources Agency
• California Government Operations Agency
• Delta Stewardship Council



AB 1755 Implementation 
Activities and Accomplishments

Mahesh Gautam, P.E., Ph.D.

Senior Engineer, Water Resources

Division of Planning

mahesh.gautam@water.ca.gov

Mitchel Russo, P.E., Manager

Data Publication, Exchange & Management Section

Division of Planning

mitchel.russo@water.ca.gov



Activities and Accomplishments

Data, Models, Tools, 
and Data Portals

Protocols and Standards

Communication and
 Engagement

Supporting Open
 Data



Water and Ecological Data-Sharing
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California Open Data Portal and 
CNRA Open Data Platform

• CKAN data catalog platform

• CKAN-based metadata management

• REST APIs for easy integration

Image by : freepic.com
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Example Dataset: Data and Metadata



Example Dataset: API



Check out 
these metrics!

• Dataset and resources publication

• Popular datasets/resources

• Website usage

• Top searches

• Dataset/resource access trends

• Data usage

• User trends

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/pages/metrics

https://water.ca.gov/ab1755
https://data.cnra.ca.gov/pages/metrics


Website Usage Metrics

Source: CNRA , Accessed 4/10/2023

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/pages/metrics


CNRA Open Data Platform: 
Published Datasets and Resources

PAT Datasets: 1,781
DWR Datasets: 456

PAT Resources: 11,109
DWR Resources : 3,530

Source: CNRA , Accessed 4/10/2023

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/pages/metrics


Most-Accessed Datasets on CNRA Open Data Platform

Source: CNRA , Accessed 4/10/2023

https://data.cnra.ca.gov/pages/metrics


DWR Models and Tools Available on
CNRA Open Data Platform

Groundwater/ 
surface water/ 
integrated 
models 
Ex: C2VSim, 
Dayflow, IWFM, 
SVSIM

Water demand, 
use, and 
planning models
Ex: CalLite, 
CalSim, DCD, 
DETAW, IDC, 
WRIMS

Water quality 
models
Ex: BDCP ANN, 
DSM, ECO-PTM, 
SCHISM



Publication

▪ Publication of data/models/tools 

▪ Preservation of legacy data

▪ Federating data from other portals 

• San Francisco Estuary Institute (SFEI)

• California Data Exchange Center (CDEC)

▪ Data federation workshop

Upload icon by Icons8
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Data 
Standards

▪ Data standards and protocols
• Identify a Data Steward

• Publish and Document on an Open Data  
Platform

• Access Data

▪ Data reporting formats

▪ Measures for Continued 
Advancement of Open Water Data 
(under development)
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Communication 
and 

Engagement

▪ State participation in the California 
Water Data Consortium
• Steering Committee

• Working Groups

• projects

• events

▪ Internet of Water pilot projects
• freshwater harmful algal blooms

• stream gauging

Communication icon by Icons8
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Communication 
and 

Engagement

▪ Public meetings

▪ Water Data Challenge

▪ Water Data Science Symposia

▪ Brown bag sessions

▪ Websites and newsletters

▪ AB 1755 Implementation Journal

▪ Subscriber list

Communication icon by Icons8
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Supporting 
Open Data

▪ Executive support and buy-in
• Letter from CNRA and CalEPA Secretaries
• SWRCB Open Data Resolution

▪ Open data guidance documents
•  CDFW, SWRCB, and DWR

▪ Convening communities of practice
• DWR Open Data Working Group 

(Data/Metadata, Training and Outreach, 
Data and Tools Alignment)

▪ Data literacy efforts – SWRCB 
▪ Open Data curriculum – DWR
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Get involved 
and 

contribute!

• Participate in CA Water Data 
Challenge and Data Conferences

• Check out Consortium events

• Join a Consortium project team

• Use State-hosted open datasets and 
offer feedback

• Share your ideas for demonstrating 
the value of data

https://water.ca.gov/ab1755


For more 
information:

water.ca.gov/ab1755

AB1755@water.ca.gov

AB 1755 Implementation Journal

https://water.ca.gov/ab1755
mailto:AB1755@water.ca.gov
https://dwr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapJournal/index.html?appid=50323246e8d148a0a504038a0d40fb7f


Thank you!


	Slide 1: Open Data – Putting Water Data to Work
	Slide 2: Presentations
	Slide 3: AB 1755 Legislation in a Nutshell
	Slide 4: AB 1755 Timeline
	Slide 5: Partner Agency Team
	Slide 6: AB 1755 Implementation  Activities and Accomplishments
	Slide 7: Activities and Accomplishments
	Slide 8: Water and Ecological Data-Sharing
	Slide 9: California Open Data Portal and  CNRA Open Data Platform
	Slide 10: Example Dataset: Data and Metadata
	Slide 11: Example Dataset: API
	Slide 12: Check out these metrics!
	Slide 13: Website Usage Metrics
	Slide 14: CNRA Open Data Platform:  Published Datasets and Resources
	Slide 15: Most-Accessed Datasets on CNRA Open Data Platform
	Slide 16: DWR Models and Tools Available on CNRA Open Data Platform
	Slide 17: Publication
	Slide 18: Data Standards
	Slide 19: Communication and Engagement
	Slide 20: Communication and Engagement
	Slide 21: Supporting Open Data
	Slide 22: Get involved and contribute!
	Slide 23: For more information:
	Slide 24

