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 Symposium on Integrated Environmental 
Modeling of Estuarine Systems 

• Funded by NSF, the California Delta Stewardship 
Council and UC Davis Center for Watershed Science  

• May 21-23,2015 at UC Davis  

• About 160 attendees  

• Government agencies, academia, consulting firms, 
NGOs 

• http://Integratedmodeling.ucdavis.edu  

 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/14/science/californias-history-of-drought-
repeats.html?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=first-column-region&region=top-

news&WT.nav=top-news&_r=0 
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A Delta Modeling Collaboratory  

• Physical location 

• Minimum staff 

• Venue for collaborative work 

• Model repository 

• Conceptual model development 

• Forum for problem solving:  
• algorithms,  

• data infrastructure,  

• web service interface 



A Business Case 
Attribute Current Practice Proposed Approach 

Financial costs and 
financing 

Project specific Economies of scale for 
general capability and staff 
for specific project,  

Fragmentation and 
inefficiency 

Costs of fragmented 
modeling high 

Reduce fragmentation 

Maintaining capabilities Costly for entities to 
maintain 

Lower costs distributed 
across entities 

Timeframe of information Drawn out, discussion on 
details, small group 

Common models 

Integrated understanding Discipline specialization Multidisciplinary  

Prioritizing model and data Difficult to achieve Coordination committee 

Access to modeling 
expertise 

Institutional barriers Broad access, available 
resources, rapid to teploy 

Building and retaining long 
term talent 

Limited career paths, 
misalignments, mentoring 

Opens career path, 
collaboration to build 
expertise supports agency 
program 

http://integratedmodeling.ucdavis.edu  

http://integratedmodeling.ucdavis.edu/

